
London Borough of Brent – Summary of decisions taken by the Council on Wednesday 21 September 2022 
 

PRESENT: Councillors Aden (Mayor), Hylton (Deputy Mayor), Afzal, Agha, Ahmed, Ahmadi Moghaddam, Akram, Bajwa, Begum, Benea, 
M.Butt, S.Butt, Chan, Chappell, Chohan, Choudry, Collymore, Crabb, Dar, Dixon, Donnelly-Jackson, Ethapemi, Farah, Fraser, Georgiou, 
Grahl, Hack, Hirani, Johnson, Kabir, Kansagra, Kelcher, Kennelly, Knight, Long, Lorber, Mahmood, Matin, Maurice, Miller, Mistry, Mitchell, 
Moeen, Molloy, Nerva, J.Patel, M.Patel, Rajan Seelan, Rubin, Ketan Sheth, Krupa Sheth Smith, Southwood and Tatler. 

 

Agenda 
Item No 

Item Decision 

 

 

1  Apologies for Absence Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Conneely, Gbajumo & Shah. 

2  Minutes of the Previous Meeting AGREED that the minutes of the Council meeting held on Monday 11 July 2022 be 
approved as a correct record. 

3  Declarations of Interest No declarations of interest were made at the meeting. 

4  Mayor's Announcements (including 
any petitions received) 

Announcements from the Mayor were noted in relation to: 
 

 Tributes and remembrance of HRH Her Majesty the Queen including a moments 
silence and contributions by the Leader of the Council and Councillor Maurice (on 
behalf of the Conservative Group) and Councillor Georgiou (as Leader of the 
Liberal Democrats Group). 

 Community Cohesion within the borough including a statement by the Multi-Faith 
Forum and contributions from the Leader of the Council and Leaders of both 
Opposition Groups. 

 Brent Care Awards for Social Care Staff. 

 Brent Summer Reading Challenge. 

 Petitions. 

5  Appointments to Committees and 
Outside Bodies 

No membership changes were received for approval at the meeting. 

6  Deputations (if any) NOTED the deputation received from Keith Anderson (representing Kilburn Village 
Residents Association, three neighbouring Resident Associations and the Kilburn 
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Forum) regarding the Kilburn Square Infill Scheme.  Whilst recognising the impact of 
the increasing demand for affordable, family sized social housing within the borough, 
concerns were expressed as part of the deputation about the proposed scale and 
shape of the Kilburn Square Infill scheme and resulting impact on the wellbeing and 
quality of life for both new and existing residents in the area.  In noting the reduction in 
scale of the proposals from those originally planned and benefits from some of the 
landscape and infrastructure improvements proposed, it was felt that the revised 
scheme would still have a detrimental impact on existing amenity space (involving the 
removal of green space and trees) and in terms of damaging the estates existing sense 
of place.  Concerns were also raised in relation to the extent of the consultation and 
engagement undertaken with local residents and overall balance of the scheme when 
tacking account of the views expressed by the local community.  As a result Mr 
Anderson advised that the deputation was asking the Council to reconsider the current 
scale of the proposals in advance of the final planning application being submitted. 
 
In welcoming and responding to the deputation, Councillor Knight, as Cabinet Member 
for Housing, Homelessness and Renters Security whilst understanding the concerns 
highlighted, felt there was also a need to recognise the scale and impact of the current 
level of housing need and demand for affordable social housing across the borough.  In 
seeking to address the balance between meeting this need and minimising the impact 
on existing local residents she felt it important to recognise the level of engagement 
undertaken, which alongside the planned enhancements to communal amenity space 
and public realm across the estate, had resulted in significant changes being made to 
the overall scale and design of the Kilburn Square scheme.  Whilst acknowledging the 
concerns raised it was felt the current proposals therefore provided a balance in 
seeking to minimise the impact on new and existing residents given the scale of 
housing need to be addressed. 



London Borough of Brent – Summary of decisions taken by the Council on Wednesday 21 September 2022 
 

Agenda 
Item No 

Topic Decision 

 
 

3 

   

7  Questions from Members of the 
Public 

NOTED 
 
1. The written and supplementary verbal response provided by the Cabinet Member 

for Housing, Homelessness and Renters Security to a public question submitted 
by Pete Firmin regarding the maintenance of communal areas and housing blocks 
within the Alpha Place estate, Kilburn. 

2. The written response provided by the Cabinet Member for Environment, 
Infrastructure & Climate Action to a public question submitted by Amitabh 
Ghuwalewala regarding food waste collection and resident parking for a multi 
storey housing block on North End Road, Wembley Park. No supplementary 
question was received. 

3. The written response provided by the Cabinet Member for Environment, 
Infrastructure & Climate Action to a public question submitted by Neil Ireland 
regarding the introduction of Low Traffic Neighbourhoods. No supplementary 
question was received. 

4. The written response provided by the Cabinet Member for Environment, 
Infrastructure & Climate Action to a public question submitted by Peter Maguire 
regarding Wembley event day traffic management . No supplementary question 
was received. 

5. The written response provided by the Cabinet Member for Planning & 
Regeneration to a public question submitted by Rok Rajar regarding the planning 
obligation agreement and service charges for a block within the Wembley North 
West Lands development. No supplementary question was received. 

6. The written and supplementary verbal response provided by the Cabinet Member 
for Housing, Homelessness and Renters Security to a public question submitted 
by Martin Francis regarding Building Fire Safety Regulations and issuing of 
Personal Emergency Evacuation Plans (PEEPs). 
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7. The written and supplementary verbal response provided by the Cabinet Member 
for Housing, Homelessness and Renters Security to a public question submitted 
by Marc Etukudo regarding the impact of a proposed housing development at 
Newland Court on neighbouring amenity and local residents health and wellbeing. 

8. The written and supplementary verbal response provided by the Cabinet Member 
for Environment, Infrastructure & Climate Action to a public question submitted by 
John Poole regarding the action being taken to tackle pollution and flooding within 
Wealdstone Brook. 

8  Petitions (if any) No petitions were presented at the meeting. 

9  Annual Report from the Leader of 
the Council 

NOTED the annual report provided by the Leader of the Council on the work of the 
Council and state of the borough. 

10  Reports from the Leader and 
Cabinet 

NOTED the report and update provided at the meeting by Councillor Muhammed Butt, 
as Leader of the Council, highlighting the work being undertaken across each Cabinet 
portfolio in order to provide ongoing support and services to residents within the 
borough.  As part of the update the Leader took the opportunity to outline the work 
being undertaken to manage the Council’s finances as efficiently as possible; to deliver 
the Councils new council housing programme alongside its wider estate and 
regeneration programme of activities; to focus on community safety and protection; to 
deliver the wide range of environmental improvements across the borough and ensure 
all children and young people had the opportunities needed to succeed; to support 
residents in tackling the cost of living crisis and to ensure the necessary levels of care, 
advice and guidance continued to be made available in relation to public health and 
adult social care with a focus around engaging and supporting the local community. 

11  Questions from the Opposition and 
other Non-Cabinet Members 

NOTED 
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1. The written and supplementary verbal response provided by the Cabinet Member 
for Environment, Infrastructure and Climate Action to a question submitted by 
Councillor Kelcher regarding the impact being created by the increase in 
movements of HGVs within Harlesden Town Centre and the surrounding area 
and work being undertaken with the Old Oak & Park Royal Development 
Corporation (ODPC) to tackle the issues being created as a result of the current 
weight restriction on nearby bridge in terms of available alternative access routes. 

 
2. The written and supplementary verbal response provided by the Deputy Leader 

and Cabinet Member for Finance, Resources & Reform to a question submitted 
by Councillor Molloy in relation to the Council’s commitment towards supporting 
the Council’s for Fair Tax Declaration. 

 
3. The written and supplementary verbal response provided by the Cabinet Member 

for Children, Young People and Schools to a question submitted by Councillor 
Kennelly recognising the achievements of pupils across Brent in terms of their 
GCSE, AS and A Level results and ongoing support being provided in relation to 
securing future levels of attainment. 

 
4. The written and supplementary verbal response provided by the Cabinet Member 

for Public Health & Adult Social Care to a question submitted by Councillor Hirani 
regarding the measures being taken to encourage the take up of the polio booster 
vaccination linked to the virus being identified within wastewater sampled from 
Brent by the UK Health Security Agency working with the Medicines & Health 
Care Products Regulatory Agency (MHC). 

 
5. The written and supplementary verbal response provided by the Cabinet Member 
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for Environment, Infrastructure & Climate Action to a question submitted by 
Councillor Georgiou regarding the funding, timescales and programme of delivery 
for Active Travel schemes across Brent including proposals to further develop 
cycling infrastructure working in conjunction with the Brent Cycling Campaign. 

 
Responses were also provided by the relevant Cabinet Members on the following 
additional questions raised during the open session of this part of the meeting: 
 

 Councillor Lorber seeking to explore concerns in relation to the use of Shared 
Ownership as part of the Council’s package of Affordable Housing products and 
options. 

 Councillor Maurice regarding compliance of the current CCTV system to enforce 
bus lane restrictions across the borough. 

 Councillor Afzal regarding the measures being taken to secure the necessary 
accountability from Housing Management companies in seeking to protect renters 
security during the current cost of living and housing crisis. 

 Councillor Chan regarding progress implementing the School Streets initiative 
and engagement with schools and parents in order to ensure the success of the 
programme. 

 Councillor Long regarding the inspection programme and process for reporting 
concerns regarding the condition of yellow parking restrictions and pedestrian 
crossings particularly where they had been worn or were in need of replacement, 
given safety concerns. 

 Councillor Miller regarding delivery of infrastructure to support cycling across the 
borough, including safe cycle storage facilities and cycle lanes. 

 Councillor Kansagra regarding the current planning requirements in relation to the 
installation of cavity wall insulation. 
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 Councillor Kennelly seeking assurances on the actions being taken to manage 
and address fire safety within the Council’s parks and open spaces following the 
increase in summer temperatures being experienced and recent wildfires within 
his ward. 

12  Report from Chairs of Scrutiny 
Committees 

NOTED the update reports provided by the Vice-Chair of the Resources & Public 
Realm and Chair of the Community and Wellbeing Scrutiny Committees. 
 
A response was also provided by the Chair of the Community & Wellbeing Scrutiny 
Committee on the following additional question raised during the open session of this 
part of the meeting: 
 
Councillor Kabir regarding engagement of the voluntary & community sector in the 
work being undertaken through the North West London Joint Health Overview & 
Scrutiny Committee to review palliative and end of life care. 

13  Report from the Vice-Chair of the 
Audit Advisory Committee 

NOTED the update report provided by the Vice Chair of the Audit & Standards Advisory 
Committee. 

14  Non Cabinet Members' Debate The following motion was declared LOST and therefore not approved as the outcome 
of the non-cabinet member debate: 
 
“One Hour Free Parking on Brent’s High Streets 
 
This Council notes: 
 
That following the pandemic local businesses have been impacted and require 
economic recovery support.  Brent Council’s Covid-19 Recovery Strategy sets out a 
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number of objectives to support local businesses. 
 
The high priority highlighted by businesses in relation to parking, as part of the 
economic recovery support from the pandemic. 
 
This Council believes: 
 
The implementation of a one hour free parking scheme in on-street paid for parking 
bays will assist the recovery of local businesses in the borough following the pandemic 
and in advance of the looming cost of living crisis. This can be implemented as a 
temporary measure and monitored through the council’s routine parking surveys and 
reports. 
 
Local businesses require economic recovery support from the pandemic.  This new 
proposal of one-hour free on-street parking will assist, in conjunction with the Borough 
Plan objectives to build an economy fit for all, the Meanwhile Use strategy to assist with 
High Street diversification and the Council’s Small Business Saturday awards and shop 
local campaigns, to deliver inclusive and sustainable economic growth. 
 
The proposal will assist in building a stronger economy and supporting local 
businesses as well as in safeguard jobs and creating new employment opportunities for 
Brent’s diverse population. 
 
With this in mind this Council resolves: 
 
To pledge to support local businesses in the recovery from the pandemic by providing, 
subject to approval of the necessary Traffic Management Orders and new tariff, the 
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implementation of a one-hour free on street parking scheme in paid for parking bays. 
 
To recognise that the one hour on-street parking proposal will: 
 

 compliment the physical improvements that are taking place on Brent’s High 
Streets to increase footfall, dwell time and spend, by way of also providing 
support to local businesses and the economy; and 
 

 Support families who are making short trips to our town centres with children and 
the elderly. 

 
To continue to communicate with residents about responsible parking and walking, 
where possible.” 

15  Treasury Management Outturn 
Report 2021-22 

Council RESOLVED 
 
(1) To note and approve, following its consideration by Audit & Standards Advisory 

Committee on 7 June 2022 and Cabinet on 18 July 2022, the 2021/22 Treasury 
Management outturn report in compliance with CIPFA’s Code of Practice on 
Treasury Management (the Code). 

 
(2) To note that for 2021/22 the Council had complied with its Prudential Indicators 

which were approved by Full Council on 22 February 2021 as part of the 
Council’s Treasury Management Strategy Statement and Capital Strategy 
Statement.  

16  Changes to the Constitution Council RESOLVED 
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(1) To approve the amendments to the Constitution as detailed within Appendix 1 of 
the report reflecting the Council’s new senior management structure, the updated 
Terms of Reference for the Health & Wellbeing Board; update in process for 
managing joint scrutiny meetings and review of the Members Code of Conduct. 

 
(2) To note that, to the extent that the changes related to executive functions of the 

Council, they had been approved by the Leader. 
 
(3) To authorise the Corporate Director, Governance to amend the Constitution 

accordingly, including making any necessary incidental or consequential changes. 

17  Motions (1) Following the approval of an amendment moved by the Labour Group in relation 
to the original Motion submitted by the Conservative Group, the following Motion 
(as amended) was AGREED: 

 
“Kingsbury Curve 
 
Residents living either side of the Jubilee line between Kingsbury and Wembley Park 
have to put up with the excruciating noises when the trains go past on what is known 
as the Kingsbury Curve.  Following the return of Night Tube services on the Jubilee 
line, a speed restriction has been applied during Night Tube services. 
 
The noise is so bad that it can be heard in people’s homes even with all the windows 
shut!  The World Health Organization (WHO) recommends that noise exposure levels 
should not exceed 70 dB over a 24-hour period, and 85 dB over a 1-hour period to 
avoid hearing impairment. Residents have suggested that this section of the track 
regularly exceeds these levels. 
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The track has been there for around 90 years, yet it is only in the past 4 years that 
these noises have started which coincided with the removal of trees and shrubs from 
the bank together with replacing the sleepers with concrete ones and relaying the track. 
 
TfL are aware of the problems and work continues to find the right solution but it is 
anticipated that it will be a long-term piece of work. TfL have conducted trials over the 
summer period and are reviewing whether a small reduction in speed could be applied 
to all trains in this section of the track without adversely impacting the service we 
provide to passengers. However, speed restrictions are implemented sparingly given 
the impact on timetables across the entire Jubilee line. 
 
We appreciate that residents have raised multiple concerns about the impact of the 
noise on their wellbeing and their quiet enjoyment of their home. They cannot fully 
enjoy their gardens in the summer or leave their windows open and children struggle to 
study because the noise is a serious distraction. 
 
This Council is asked to recognise: 
 
The legal duty it is under to take such action to enforce those who create excessive 
noise, whether that be by loud parties, music, cars revving their engines, or even night 
time deliveries, duties which this Council does its best to carry out. 
 
It’s duty to protect its residents from this intrusive and excruciating noise. 
 
This Council therefore resolves: 
 
To request that TfL work with residents and Brent Council to address the noise concern 
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with a robust engineering-led procedure to prioritise works as quickly as possible. 
 
To request that TfL provide residents with a named contact, with ready access to 
experts that are working to tackle the root cause of noise. This involves visits to 
residents' homes to measure noise levels both before and after any work is 
undertaken. 

 
To request that TfL explore measures to mitigate the impact of the noise over the 
Christmas holidays. 
 
To lobby the Secretary of State for Transport for additional capital investment to 
upgrade and improve the infrastructure that helps keep London on the move such as 
the track on the Kingsbury curve.” 
 
(2) The following Motion submitted by the Liberal Democrats Group was unanimously 

AGREED: 
 
“Ending Heartless ‘No Recourse to Public Funds’ 
 
This Council notes: 
 
That the Cost-of-Living Emergency declared at our last Full Council meeting will have a 
huge impact on all who live in Brent, including many here who are unjustly excluded 
from any financial or legal support from the state.  
 
There are a growing number of people in our Borough who, through no fault of their 
own, are unable to access the help they desperately need. This number will almost 
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certainly increase as we approach what will be an unprecedented and difficult few 
months ahead. 
 
Elected Members and Council Officers are currently effectively prevented from 
supporting some of the most vulnerable people in our community, because of Section 
115 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999, which states that a person will have ‘no 
recourse to public funds’ if they are ‘subject to immigration control’. 
 
The restrictions in this section of the law do not recognise the reality on the ground, 
which currently means we have individuals sleeping rough outside our very own Civic 
Centre and elsewhere across Brent. 
 
‘No Recourse to Public Funds’ restrictions have pushed migrants and their families into 
severe poverty and in some cases homelessness. 
 
The limitations in our ability to support individuals with ‘No Recourse to Public Funds’ 
and the need to apply further political pressure on the Government to act. 
 
The commendable efforts of the voluntary, charity sectors and many in our community 
who seek to give individuals who currently have ‘no recourse to public funds’ the 
support they need, whether by offering shelter, food or legal advice. 
 
The Council calls on the Government to: 
 
1. Reduce the risk of people experiencing destitution and acknowledge that the 

current laws around eligibility for financial and legal assistance means that we 
are leaving far too many without any help at all  
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2. Ensure that no one is excluded from social services’ support which operates as 

a short-term safety net 
 
3. Urgently suspend ’No Recourse to Public Funds’ conditions in order to offer 

needed assistance to people who are currently ignored by the state 
 
This Council resolves to: 
 
1. Work in a cross-party way to lobby the Government to remove the heartless ‘No 

Recourse to Public Funds’ restrictions on migrants and their families 
 
2. Immediately ask the Leader of the Council, Leader of the Opposition and Leader 

of the Liberal Democrat Group to sign an open letter to the new Home Secretary 
and Ministers in the Home Office highlighting our local authorities’ huge 
concerns about the number of people with ‘No Recourse to Public Funds’ being 
pushed into acute poverty and therefore requiring immediate financial 
assistance 

 
3. Make public the number of known individuals in our borough who are currently 

barred from any support whatsoever, due to them not having ‘Recourse to 
Public Funds’, as a way of highlighting the extent of the problem we face 

 
4. Further strengthen the Council’s relationship with the voluntary and charity 

sector and community groups who are already giving support to individuals who 
have ‘No Recourse to Public Funds’, by inviting them to the Refugee Summit (as 
agreed at the July 2022 Full Council meeting) in order to establish ways the 



London Borough of Brent – Summary of decisions taken by the Council on Wednesday 21 September 2022 
 

Agenda 
Item No 

Topic Decision 

 
 

15 

   

Council can also intervene and offer any resource we have to help with the work 
that they do 

 
5. Work with Praxis and other similar organisations, who have expertise in 

supporting people with ‘No Recourse to Public Funds’, to develop an easy 
access document, which consolidates all possible avenues of help (largely in the 
voluntary and charity sector) that can be distributed across the Council to make 
it easier for Elected Members, Council Officers and others to offer the best 
possible advice and guidance when approached for help 

 
6. Produce a similar public document that the Council will make available to all 

interested groups in the community and voluntary and charity sectors that can 
also be shared on the Council website and online channels.” 

 
(3) The following Motion submitted by the Labour Group was AGREED: 
 
“A Place to Call Home: Safety and Security for tenants during the cost-of-renting 
crisis. 
 
Full Council notes: 
 
1. London is one of the most expensive places to rent in Europe, while Brent is the 

second most expensive outer-London borough. 
 

2. Rents have risen three times faster than wages since 2010 and continue to rise, 
by 15.8% in the year to May 2022. The London Renters Union branch in Brent is 
regularly seeing rent increases of 30%, 40% or even 50%, contributing to the 
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cost of living emergency and pricing residents out of the borough. 
 

3. Brent has also seen a significant dent in first-time buyer affordability, with the 
average price paid up by more than double the national average. Those buying 
their first home in the borough now pay a huge £89,753 increase compared to 
pre-pandemic market values. 
 

4. People under 30 are facing a growing cost-of-renting crisis. According to recent 
reports, 4 in 10 of this age group are now spending more than 30% of their pay 
on rent. 
 

5. In Brent there are over 22,880 households containing 53,644 individuals that 
remain on the housing waiting list, with an average waiting time for a 3-bedroom 
council property typically over a decade. 
 

6. Brent Council is continuing to tackle the demand for affordable homes by 
increasing supply, with a target of 5,700 affordable homes to be built by 2028, of 
which, 1,700 will be built by the Council. 

 
This Council further notes: 
 
1. While the government has rejected calls for intervention, rent controls are 

common practice in Europe, both regulating the initial rent that landlords can 
charge, and the rate of rent increase within tenancies. 
 

2. Brent Labour has made a commitment on behalf of renters to use its voice to 
call upon the government to introduce new legislation to regulate rent increases, 
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strengthen enforcement and improve the energy standards of the rental sector.  
 

3. That the government is consulting on capping rents for council and housing 
association homes to prevent them from rising significantly. Although welcome, 
it will come at significant cost to councils and registered providers that will 
absorb the brunt of inflation, with no funding announcements made by 
government to match the steep shortfall in income. 
 

4. Like inflation, energy bill increases serve only to impact residents that are 
already struggling in some of the worst housing conditions.  

 
This Council believes: 
 
1. That the pandemic has shown that regulating the actions of landlords is a 

political choice and they can be regulated for the public good at times of crisis. 
 

2. Without intervention in the private rented sector, rents will continue to rise 
causing economic hardship, instability and homelessness for tens of thousands 
of Brent residents. 
 

3. The government must rethink mechanisms to regulate the cost of rents and 
ensure that low and middle income tenants do not have to spend more than a 
third of their income on rent. 
 

4. The Renters Reform Bill is an essential piece of legislation for renters' security. 
In order to meet its aims, rent rises within tenancy must be limited so that 
landlords cannot evict through massive rent hikes. 
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5. As energy bills soar, private tenants’ right to a warm home should be protected 

and landlords should be required by the council to meet the legislation relating to 
energy efficiency.  

 
This Council resolves to: 
 
1. Publicly support the Mayor of London’s call for a two-year rent freeze within the 

private rented sector and the introduction of rent controls to help ease the cost 
of living crisis facing Londoners. 
 

2. Work with the Mayor of London to make the case for Brent to participate in the 
“right-to-buy-back” scheme – and help bring more properties back into public 
ownership. 
 

3. Create a new Private Renters Strategy, mapping out the council's approach to 
enforcement, our support available to tenants; and our plans to bring more of the 
2,734 empty properties in Brent back to the market. 
 

4. Work with London Renters Union and Advice for Renters to support the case for 
a borough-wide selective licensing scheme covering the 40,000 PRS properties 
in Brent that would drive up standards. 
 

5. Urge the new Secretary of State to expedite the commitments to renters in the 
recent white paper, including: the removal of Section 21 evictions, the 
introduction of a rental sector ombudsman, the outlawing of discrimination 
against benefit claimants, and the application of the Decent Homes Standard to 
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the private rented sector for the first time.” 
 
(4) The following Motion submitted by the Labour Group was AGREED: 
 
“Transport for London Funding  
 
This Council notes: 
 
1. With Brent residents currently facing an unprecedented cost of living crisis, as 

well as a climate emergency, it has never been more important that residents can 
access an affordable, green and publically funded transport network across our 
capital. 

 
2. London is the only major city in the world that does not consistently subsidise its 

public transport. TfL relies upon passenger fare income to fund seventy-two per 
cent of its costs. By comparison, fares income covers only thirty-eight per cent of 
transport network costs in New York and in Paris, with public funds providing the 
remainder.  

 
3. This is largely down to the fact that the Government took the decision, in 2015, to 

remove TfL's £700 million annual operating grant from April 2018 onwards. As a 
result TfL has faced a 37% cut to their budget in just five years. 

 
4. The root of TfL’s financial problems is the pandemic. Before the pandemic, TfL’s 

finances were in good health and it was on track to record an operating surplus 
for the first time in TfL’s history. 
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5. The Mayor of London has stood up for our capital during a tough month of 
negotiations with a zombie government to find a new funding settlement. He has 
successfully fought to ensure TfL no longer faces moving into managed decline. 

 
6. However, the government has been clear that its war against London is not over. 

Ministers are still refusing to provide enough funding for our transport network, 
which will likely mean TfL will be forced to increase fares in the future and 
proceed with some bus cuts. If this happens, Londoners should know that it will 
only be the government that’s to blame. 

 
This council believes: 
 
1. A sustainable funding deal for TfL is an essential component of any pandemic 

recovery programme, it supports the growth of jobs, housing and community 
wealth; and crucially reduces carbon emissions in the capital by taking cars off of 
the streets. 

 
2. That TfL desperately requires new funding sources, taking inspiration from other 

global cities that have raised additional revenue through land value capture and 
emission charges.  

 
3. It is inexcusable that of the funding announced there is no new monies to 

expedite the delivery of new rolling stock on the Bakerloo Line, with the oldest 
trains in use in the United Kingdom. It could also jeopardise potential funding for 
the new West-London Orbital line, a shovel-ready new Overground line that could 
transform regional transport connections.  
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4. It is a travesty that TfL has been forced to propose the scrapping of 22 bus routes 
and a service reduction on almost 60 more. In particular, the removal of the 
number 16 and number 31 route will severely impact residents in Brent.  

 
5. Brent’s Labour Council has always worked to support residents with cheap and 

sustainable travel options. The implementation of School Streets, publishing of a 
Climate Emergency Strategy and ongoing provision of the freedom pass for 
residents show our commitment to supporting active travel and providing 
accessible transport options for every resident. 

 
6. A decrease in the funding made available by TfL to London boroughs will 

negatively impact our residents and our ambition to keep Brent on the move.  
 
This council therefore resolves: 
 
1. To request that the Cabinet Member for Environment, Infrastructure and Climate 

Change write to Transport for London’s Commissioner Andy Byford expressing 
this chambers opposition to the scrapping of 22 bus routes, including the number 
16 and number 31; and the reduction of provision more generally. 

 
2. To voice its opposition to unsustainable funding arrangements for TfL, calling 

upon the incoming Secretary of State for Transport to close the funding gap once 
and for all, during the next round of negotiations.  

 
3. To request that each respective Group Leader considers writing to local branches 

of ASLEF, RMT and Unite showing support for their industrial action against the 
impact on jobs, terms and conditions of these proposed cuts.” 
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18  Urgent Business No urgent items of business were raised at the meeting. 


